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analysis, as " an intimate relation which is supposed to exist between a 
group of kindred people on the one side and a species of natural or arti- 
ficial objects on the other side, which objects are called the totems of the 
human group." 1 

We do not find that Dr. Goldenweiser, in his anxiety to prove that 
there is nothing of a specific character in totemic phenomena, gives proper 
weight to the evidence yielded by comparative studies in support of some 
such generalization as that which has been cited. His own definition, 
" Totemism is the tendency of definite social units to become associated 
with objects and symbols of emotional value" (p. 275), might be applied 
with equal validity to many other instances of the socialization of emo- 
tional values in primitive society. Thus the modern Todas have " social- 
ized" their buffaloes and everything pertaining to the dairy; the nomadic 
Semites socialized the date-palm, the ancient Romans the cult of fire. 
It may be granted that from the psychological standpoint totemism refers 
to a process of socialization which doubtless works itself out somewhat dif- 
ferently in various communities and under varying situations. What has 
interested anthropological students, however, is the fact that over enor- 
mous regions of the savage world the outcome of this socializing process 
is a general similarity of the beliefs and customs commonly denominated 
totemic. Dr. Goldenweiser has been highly successful in pointing out 
what totemism is not — a task of no great difficulty; but there is such a 
thing as slurring over real and fundamental resemblances in order to 
emphasize minor points of dissimilarity and divergence. 

Hutton Webster. 

University op Nebraska. 
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1 Op. cit., IV., pp. 3-4. 
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